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ON SaLE
April 2016

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
231 Pages | Hardcover | 5.75 x 8.75 in.
Social Science - Anthropology - Travel

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
FRANK BURES’s stories have appeared in 
Harper’s Magazine, Esquire, The New Republic, 
Outside, Bicycling, and Wired, and have 
been included in a number of Best American 
Travel Writing anthologies. He speaks several 
languages, has lived in countries around the 
world, and currently resides in Minneapolis. 

THe geograpHy of Madness
peniS THieVeS, Voodoo deaTH, and THe SearcH for 
THe Meaning of THe World’S STrangeST SyndroMeS

FRaNk BURES

“[Frank Bures] is fearless in his reporting, generous in his spirit, and 
brilliant in his prose. I would follow him anywhere.”

—Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love

Why do thousands of African men become convinced–despite what doctors tell them–
that their penises have, simply, disappeared? Why do people across the world become 
convinced that they are cursed to die on a particular date—and then do? Why do people 
in Malaysia suddenly “run amok”?

In The Geography of Madness, acclaimed journalist Frank Bures investigates these and 
other “culture bound” syndromes, tracing each seemingly baffling phenomenon to its 
source. It’s a rollicking adventure that takes him around the world and deep into the oddi-
ties of the human psyche. 

What he uncovers along the way is both a fascinating story and ultimately a stirring one, 
about the persistence of belief, fear…and hope. 

PRaISE FOR THE GEOGRAPHY OF MADNESSS

“It would be easy just to gawk at the strangeness of these syndromes, or to dismiss them as 
unscientific or psychosomatic. Bures doesn’t do that. He carefully considers the relationships 
between culture, health, the mind, and the body, which can lead people to experience seem-
ingly impossible things.”
— The Atlantic

“Bures asks what forces are at the root of people’s suffering. How is mental and physical health 
intertwined? Along the way, readers get an entertaining history of the study of culture.”
—Maclean’s

“Wonderfully weird.”
—Toronto Globe and Mail

“An insightful journey deep into the science of culture and belief.”
—Longitude

“...Frank Bures has pulled off something incredible in The Geography of Madness. In dem-
onstrating how culture-bound concepts of ‘madness’ and ‘sickness’ really are, he reminds us 
what we human beings have in common...we’re all beautifully, fascinatingly nuts.”
—Tom Bissell, author of Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter

“Bures writes as some combination of investigative journalist, cultural anthropologist, 
daredevil, and empath.”
—Benjamin Percy, author of Red Moon

“Frank Bures has some of the widest (and wildest) curiosities of any writer out there...He is 
fearless in his reporting, generous in his spirit, and brilliant in his prose. I would follow him 
anywhere.”
—Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love

“With the drive of an investigative reporter, a researcher’s patience, and a poet’s gift for words, 
Frank Bures teases out the logic and sanity behind madness.”
—Mukoma Wa Ngugi, author of Nairobi Heat
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ON SaLE
May 2016 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
368 Pages | Hardcover |  6 x 9 in.
History - Economics - Religion

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
CHRIS LEHMANN is the co-editor of 
Bookforum, senior editor and columnist for 
The Baff ler, and book review columnist for In 
These Times. He has written for Harper’s, The 
Atlantic Monthly, and The Nation. He is the 
author of Rich People Things and Revolt of the 
Masscult.

THe Money culT
capiTaliSM, cHriSTianiTy, and THe unMaKing of THe aMerican dreaM

CHRIS LEHMaNN

“…This is Chris Lehmann at his most biting best.”
—Barbara Ehrenreich, author of Nickel and Dimed 

In The Money Cult, Chris Lehmann puts forth a brave new thesis: Despite what 
Americans believe about their founding, capitalism has always been a part of 
American Christianity. American mega-churches and pseudo-spiritual financial 
advisors aren’t an aberration. They are the logical outcome of a long and intimate 
history.

The long-awaited first book by a hugely admired journalist, The Money Cult is a 
sweeping and accessible history that traces American Christianity from the early 
Puritans to the rise of the Mormon Church to the triumph of Joel Osteen and his 
mega-church.

With the United States held ever more captive by religious and financial 
fundamentalism, The Money Cult is essential reading for anyone who wants a deeper 
understanding of the cultural forces that animate the political landscape.

PRaISE FOR THE MONEY CulT

“American Christianity was not corrupted by capitalism, as I had charitably imagined. 
Almost from the start, it has peddled magical thinking as a means to success in the most 
mundane commercial undertakings…This is Chris Lehmann at his most biting best.”
—Barbara Ehrenreich, author of Nickel and Dimed 

“After providing heaps of stomach-turning evidence, he reaches a shocking conclusion: 
that old time religion we hanker to get back to is just the church of mammon. We’ve 
been confusing God and the market all along.”
—Thomas Frank, author of What’s the Matter With Kansas?

“A lively study…Lehmann makes an important and timely point, which is that American 
religion has always been about money.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“One of the season’s most substantial nonfiction books — from one the best essayists and 
polemicists writing in the US.”
—Flavorwire

“Lehmann’s intellectual history of the long association between Christian faith and the 
pursuit of the materially good life makes enthralling reading.”
—Booklist

“Far from being a simple polemic against an easy target, Lehmann provides an in-depth 
investigation into the social transformation of religious thought…A thorough, critical, 
and information-dense history of American ’self-help’ religion.”
—Library Journal



ON SaLE
July 2016

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
320 Pages | Hardcover | 6 x 9 in.
Economics - Public Policy

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
GEORGE LAKEY is the author of Facilitating 
Group Learning and Strategy for a Living 
Revolution. He is Visiting Professor at 
Swarthmore College. He has led 1,500 
workshops on five continents and led activist 
projects on local, national, and international 
levels.

VIKIng econoMIcs 
HoW THe ScandinaVianS goT iT rigHT—and HoW We can, Too

gEORgE LakEy

An entertaining look at the Nordic welfare state 
that shows us how we, too, can have a more just economy

Growing inequality and a decaying social safety net have activists, policy-makers, 
and citizens looking for ways to move towards a more equitable and compassionate 
society. The question is: where can we find examples of such a society? 

Enter George Lakey. A longtime activist and academic, Lakey has spent decades 
studying the economies of Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Iceland. In 
Viking Economics, he reveals that Scandinavia’s deep commitment to the welfare state 
is much more recent than we think, and that there’s nothing inherently Scandinavian 
about greater equality . . . so why not try it elsewhere?

Viking Economics is more fun and entertaining than any economics book you’ve ever 
read. And, very possibly, more convincing! As he ranges from twentieth-century 
Norwegian history to the details of Swedish childcare policies, Lakey never loses his 
sense of humor or his expansive, generous vision of a better, more equal future. 

PRaISE FOR VikiNG ECONOMiCS

“A completely fascinating account of the Nordics—and, in particular, of Norway, one of 
the planet’s most fascinating nations. Viking Economics shows us there’s no reason we 
couldn’t be making far more progress across a wide range of problems.”
—Bill McKibben, author of Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the 
Durable Future

“George Lakey gives a useful account of the development of the Nordic economic and 
social model. This model has proven extraordinarily successful in ensuring a decent stan-
dard of living for all the citizens of these countries, while at the same time keeping them 
open to international trade and at the forefront of technology. This short book is a great 
starting point for those looking for insights into the origins and structure of this model.”
—Dean Baker, author of Plunder and Blunder: The Rise and Fall of the Bubble 
Economy

“Viking Economics helps us envision a different way of organizing our economy to put people 
and planet first. With this book, George Lakey stirs our imagination with practical and 
inspiring lessons from the Nordic countries for our economy and our society.”
—Chuck Collins, author of 99 to 1: How Wealth Inequality Is Wrecking the World 
and What We Can Do about It

PRaISE FOR FACiliTATiNG GROuP lEARNiNG

“Wonderfully well-written and rich with psychological and spiritual insights as 
well as practical strategies, it represents the fruits of a lifetime of transformational 
teaching and learning by one of the foremost adult educators of our time.”
—Parker J. Palmer, author of The Courage to Teach, and Let Your Life Speak

“The breadth and depth of Lakey’s experience shines through his illustrative case 
studies”
—Helen Rowlands, Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, England

Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 6



ON SaLE
September 2016 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World English Only

DETaILS
288 pages | Hardcover | 5.5 x 8.25 in. 
Social Science - Feminism and Feminist Theory

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
Sady Doyle founded the blog Tiger Beatdown 
in 2008. Since then, she’s been a staff writer for 
Rookie Magazine and In These Times. Her work 
has appeared in The Guardian, Elle.com, The 
Atlantic, Slate, Buzzfeed, and lots of other places 
around the Internet. She also won the first-ever 
Women’s Media Center Social Media award by 
popular vote. Trainwreck is her first book.

TraInWrecK
THe WoMen We loVe To HaTe, MocK, and fear—and WHy

SaDy DOyLE

“Incisive, surprising, and funny as hell.” 
—Clay Shirky, author of Here Comes Everybody

She’s everywhere once you start looking for her: the trainwreck. She’s Britney Spears 
shaving her head, Lindsay Lohan passed out at the wheel, Whitney Houston saying 
h“crack is whack,” and Amy Winehouse, dying slowly in front of millions. But the 
trainwreck is also as old (and as meaningful) as feminism itself.

From Mary Wollstonecraft—who was, for decades after her death, more famous for 
her illegitimate child and suicide attempts than for A Vindication for the Rights of 
Women—to Charlotte Brontë, Billie Holiday, and even Hillary Clinton, Sady Doyle’s 
Trainwreck dissects a centuries-old phenomenon and asks what it means now, in a 
time when we have unprecedented access to celebrities and civilians alike, and when 
women are pushing harder than ever against the boundaries of what it means to 
“behave.”

PRaISE FOR TRAiNwRECk

“Sady Doyle is more than a writer, she’s a force of nature–a mostly-benevolent one, like a 
cleansing forest fire that makes way for new growth. Her clear-eyed criticism, finely tuned 
prose, and always-questioning outlook combine to make hers one of the most necessary 
voices of our time. Plus she is very funny.” 
—Emily Gould, author of Friendship

“Sady Doyle is simply one of the smartest, funniest, most humane writers working today. 
In a time of too many takes, I always look forward to hers. If you agree with her, reading 
her work is cathartic; and if you don’t, take cover.” 
—Kate Harding, author of Asking for It

“Sady Doyle is a wonder. She writes personally about the political and politically about the 
personal in a way that makes both worth reading. She’s also incisive, surprising, and funny 
as hell.” 
—Clay Shirky, author of Here Comes Everybody

Melville House Publishing
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ON SaLE
August 2016 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
112 Pages | Hardcover | 4.75 x 7.5 in.
Fully Illustrated
Architecture - Technology - Sociology

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
INGRID BURRINGTON is an Internet-
researcher and data visualization artist. She 
has exhibited her art in galleries throughout 
the world and regularly gives presentations on 
the physical infrastructure of the Internet. She 
lives in Brooklyn, NY. This is her first book. 

neTWorKs of neW yorK
an illuSTraTed field guide To urBan inTerneT infraSTrucTure

INgRID BURRINgTON

“Ingrid Burrington is the premier infrastructure writer in America.” 
—Ross Andersen, Senior Technology Editor, The Atlantic

What does the Internet look like?
 
It’s the single most essential aspect of modern life, and yet, for many of us, the Internet 
looks like an open browser, or the black mirrors of our phones and computers. But 
in Networks of New York, Ingrid Burrington lifts our eyes from our screens to the 
streets, showing us that the Internet is everywhere around us, all the time—we just 
have to know where to look.
 
Using New York as her point of reference and more than fifty color illustrations as 
her map, Burrington takes us on a tour of the urban network: she decodes spray-
painted sidewalk markings, reveals the history behind cryptic manhole covers, 
shuff les us past subway cameras and giant carrier hotels, and peppers our journey 
with background stories about the NYPD’s surveillance apparatus, twentieth-
century telecommunication monopolies, high frequency trading on Wall Street, and 
the downtown building that houses the offices of both Google and the FBI’s Joint 
Terrorism Task Force.
 
From a rising star in the field of tech jounalism, Networks of New York is a smart, 
funny, and beautifully designed guide to the endlessly fascinating networks of urban 
Internet infrastructure.

The Internet, Burrington shows us, is hiding in plain sight.

PRaISE FOR INgRID BURRINgTON aND NETwORkS OF 
NEw YORk

“Ingrid Burrington is the premier infrastructure writer in America.” 
—Ross Andersen, Senior Technology Editor, The Atlantic

“Ingrid Burrington changed the way I see New York. From spray-painted symbols on the 
streets to cables cross-hatched underground, this book reveals the cryptic systems that 
structure city life.” 
—Kate Crawford, MIT Center for Civic Media

“Alongside the overlooked telecommunications topography, Burrington includes 
the surveillance systems we’re unwittingly 
hooked up to, suggesting that the more 
aware we [a]re of what’s around us, the 
more we understand how constantly 
connected we are to this hidden yet 
pervasive physical network.”
—Allison Meier, Hyperallergic

“...she exemplifie[s] the hacker ethos...”
—Mask Magazine

Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 8
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ON SaLE
March 2016 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
112 Pages | Paperback | 5.5 x 7.5 in.
Business & Economics - Political Science

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
DAVID SHIRREFF was a journalist for The 
Economist in London, Frankfurt and Berlin 
from 2001 to 2014. He is the author of Dealing 
with Financial Risk.

BreaK up THe BanKs!
a pracTical guide To STopping THe nexT gloBal financial MelTdoWn

DaVID SHIRREFF

It’s been nearly eight years since the financial crisis, but has anyone 
taken real action to stop the next on?

Former Economist reporter David Shirreff thinks not, and he insists that if we’re not 
vigilant, we’re in for more of the same.

Even now, with memories of the crisis still fresh in our minds, banks remain too big, too 
powerful, and too interconnected: if one of them makes an unwise, self-serving decision 
(as at least one of them sure will), the entire financial system will again be in jeopardy. 
Despite all the tough talk from politicians around the world, the laws passed have been 
inadequate at best—and at worst, dangerously counterproductive. 

In this short but wholly persuasive book, Shirreff lays out the specific steps that govern-
ments and legislators need to take to avoid another crisis—concrete solutions, grounded 
in political realiity. With great clarity and a keen sense of humor, Break Up the Banks! is an 
essential, practical guide to what exactly we can do. 

PRaISE FOR bREAk uP THE bANkS!

“David Shirreff argues cogently for the split of the banks into manageable chunks.” 
—The Times (London)

“A coherent and enjoyable read…Shirreff may not achieve the revolution he wishes for, 
but he certainly will get us once again focused upon necessary reforms to achieve sensible, 
if not existentially vital, financial regulation.” 
—Naked Capitalism

“A pointed, passionate plea for a simpler banking system that deserves to be taken 
seriously…” 
—The Central Banking Journal



Melville House Publishing
Non-Fiction 10

For more information, please contact us at 
rights@mhpbooks.com

ON SaLE
November 2015 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
304 Pages | Hardcover | 5.75 x 8.5 in.
Philosophy - Technology - Political Science

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
CURTIS WHITE is the author of the acclaimed 
The Science Delusion: Asking the Big Questions 
in a Culture of Easy Answers, and of the 
international best-seller The Middle Mind: 
Why Americans Don’t Think for Themselves.

alSo aVailaBle:

We, roBoTs
STaying HuMan in THe age of Big daTa

CURTIS wHITE

“[Curtis White] joins Evgeny Morozov and Jaron Lanier 
on the front line of critics challenging assumptions 

about the benefits of technology.”
—The Washington Post

Can technology solve all our problems? Despite overwhelming evidence to the 
contrary, many of our most famous journalists, pundits, and economists seem to 
think so. According to them, “intelligent machines” and big data will free us from 
work, educate our children, transform our environment, and even make religion 
more user-friendly. This is the story they’re telling us: that we should stop worrying 
and love our robot future.

But just because you tell a story over and over again doesn’t make it true. Curtis 
White, one of our most brilliant and perceptive social critics, knows all about the 
danger of a seductive story, and in We, Robots, he tangles with the so-called thinkers 
who are convinced that the future is rose-colored and robotically enhanced.

With tremendous erudition and a punchy wit, White argues that we must be skeptical 
of anyone who tries to sell us on technological inevitability. He gives us an alternative 
set of stories: taking inspiration from artists as disparate as Sufjan Stevens, Lars von 
Trier, and François Rabelais, White shows us that by looking to art, we can imagine 
a different kind of future.

No robots required.

PRaISE FOR wE, RObOTS

“Curtis White offers witty and insightful rants against the culture being created by the 
alliance between innovative technologies and capitalism. He joins Evgeny Morozov and 
Jaron Lanier on the front line of critics challenging assumptions about the benefits of 
technology.”
—The Washington Post

“Discursive, scholarly, and crackling with intensity, We, Robots works best as a jolt of 
self-awareness, a circuit breaker for the narratives that we often unconsciously allow our 
lives to follow...”
—NPR

“A soulful swipe at science...If a word can sum up what he is for, it is ‘kindness.’”
—The Independent

“[White shows] just how easily good science can shade into the self-aggrandizing ideology 
of scientism.”
—The Globe and Mail

PRaISE FOR CURTIS wHITE aND THE MiDDlE MiND

“Absolutely indispensable.” 
—Slavoj Žižek
 
“Cogent, acute, beautiful, and true.” 
—David Foster Wallace
 

The Science Delusion, 
256 Pages | Paperback
Science - Philosophy 
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ON SaLE
August 2015 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
176 Pages | Hardcover | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Art - History

10 B/W Illustrations (Permissions Req.)

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
NATO THOMPSON is chief curator at Creative 
Time, and is the editor of The Interventionists: 
Users’ Manual for the Creative Disruption of 
Everyday Life. He is the author of Seeing Power 
(Melville House).

seeIng poWer
arT and acTiViSM in THe 21ST cenTury

NaTO THOMPSON

“Like an updated version of John Berger’s groundbreaking Ways of 
Seeing, Nato Thompson’s Seeing Power delivers a smart, accessible 
introduction to the prevailing artistic predicaments of our time.”

—Gregory Sholette

A fog of images and information permeates the world nowadays. From advertising, 
television, radio, and film to the glut produced by the new economy and the rise of 
social media...where even our friends suddenly seem to be selling us the ultimate 
product: themselves.

Here, Nato Thompson—one of the country’s most celebrated young curators and 
critics—investigates what this deluge means for those dedicated to socially engaged 
art and activism. How can anyone find a voice and make change in a world f looded 
with such pseudo-art? How are we supposed to discern what’s true in the product 
emanating from the ceaseless machine of consumer capitalism, a machine that 
appropriates from art history, and now from the methods of grassroots political 
organizing and even social networking?

Thompson’s invigorating answers to those questions highlight the work of some 
of the most innovative and interesting artists and activists working today, as well 
as institutions that empower their communities to see power and reimagine it. 
From cooperative housing to anarchist infoshops to alternative art venues, Seeing 
Power reveals ways that art today can and does inspire innovation and dramatic 
transformation...perhaps as never before.

PRaISE FOR SEEiNG POwER

“Seeing Power is a twenty-first-century user’s manual for the socially responsible artist, 
critic, and curator.”
—Gregory Sholette, author of Dark Matter: Art and Politics in the Age of 
Enterprise Culture

“Nato Thompson is a genius.”
—Trevor Paglen, author of Torture Taxi and I Could Tell You But Then You Would 
Have to be Destroyed by Me

PRaISE FOR ExPERiMENTAl GEOGRAPHY

“Living in cities, we need a new way to think about how we move and what we notice...
This strange, exciting book offers just that—a new way to notice public space.”
—Los Angeles Times

“What could be more delightful—and unsettling—than turning loose a group 
of contemporary surrealists, disguised as vagabonds and artists, in the ripe fields 
of the hyperreal? Experimental Geography isn’t about space; it is about terminal 
strangeness.”
—Mike Davis, author of Ecology of Fear and City of Quartz

“Another step in the ongoing quest for social energies not yet recognized as art...
exploring the politics and infrastructures that can either change or stall the world.”
—Lucy Lippard, author of The Lure of the Local
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ON SaLE
Fanuary 2017 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
288 Pages | Hardcover | 5.5 x 8.25 in.
Social Science - Art

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
NATO THOMPSON is chief curator at Creative 
Time, and is the editor of The Interventionists: 
Users’ Manual for the Creative Disruption of 
Everyday Life. He is the author of Seeing Power 
(Melville House).

culTure as Weapon
arT and MarKeTing in THe age of ToTal coMMunicaTion

By NaTO THOMPSON

“Nato Thompson is a genius.”
—Trevor Paglen, author of Torture Taxi

The twentieth century was in many ways defined by the rise of mass media and the 
overwhelming proliferation of new modes of cultural production: from Edward 
Bernays’s groundbreaking work in the field of advertising and propaganda, to the 
horrifying successes of Joseph Goebbels; from the Cabaret Voltaire in 1920s Zurich, 
to the skyscrapers of Madison Avenue in the golden age of advertising.

Now, culturally savvy corporations such as Starbucks, Apple and IKEA are perfecting 
the art and science of cultural production. And in the public sphere, politicians and 
pundits from General Petraeus to Richard Florida are maximizing the persuasive 
power of culture, on the battlefield and in the boardroom. 

In Culture as Weapon, Nato Thompson examines how we got here, and what it means 
for the politically engaged artist that the development of culture is now an integral 
part of the production and maintenance of large systems of power. 

PRaISE FOR SEEiNG POwER

“Seeing Power is a twenty-first-century user’s manual for the socially responsible artist, 
critic, and curator.”
—Gregory Sholette, author of Dark Matter: Art and Politics in the Age of 
Enterprise Culture

“Nato Thompson is a genius.”
—Trevor Paglen, author of Torture Taxi and I Could Tell You But Then You Would 
Have to be Destroyed by Me

PRaISE FOR ExPERiMENTAl GEOGRAPHY

“Living in cities, we need a new way to think about how we move and what we notice...
This strange, exciting book offers just that—a new way to notice public space.”
—Los Angeles Times

“What could be more delightful—and unsettling—than turning loose a group 
of contemporary surrealists, disguised as vagabonds and artists, in the ripe fields 
of the hyperreal? Experimental Geography isn’t about space; it is about terminal 
strangeness.”
—Mike Davis, author of Ecology of Fear and City of Quartz

“Another step in the ongoing quest for social energies not yet recognized as art...
exploring the politics and infrastructures that can either change or stall the world.”
—Lucy Lippard, author of The Lure of the Local



ON SaLE
February 2015 

RIgHTS aVaILaBLE
World

DETaILS
272 Pages | Hardcover | 5.75 x 8.75 in. 
Social Science - Anthropology 

RIgHTS SOLD
China (Business Weekly Publications)
France (Les Liens Qui Lièberent)
Germany (Klett-Kotta) 
Italy (Il Saggiatore)
Japan (Ibunsha)
Korean (Medici Media)
Serbia (Geopoetika Publishing)
Spain (Ariel/Planeta)
Turkey (Everest Yayinlari)
Sweden (Diadalos)
Czech Republic (PROSTOR)

aBOUT THE aUTHOR
DAVID GRAEBER is the author of Debt: The First 
5,000 Years, and has written for Harper’s, The 
Nation, The Baffler, and The Wall Street Journal.

THe uTopIa of rules
on TecHnology, STupidiTy, and THe SecreT JoyS of Bureaucracy

DaVID gRaEBER

“[T he Utopi a of  Ru l e s]  shou ld of fer  a  cha l lenge to  us  a l l
. . .c a n we i ma g i ne a not her  world? ”

—Gillian Tett, Financial Times

From the author of the international bestseller Debt: The First 5,000 Years comes a 
revelatory account of the way bureaucracy rules our lives. Where does the desire for 
endless rules, regulations, and bureaucracy come from? How did we come to spend so 
much of our time filling out forms? And is it really a cipher for state violence?
 
To answer these questions, the anthropologist David Graeber—one of our most 
important and provocative thinkers—traces the peculiar and unexpected ways we 
relate to bureaucracy today, and reveals how it shapes our lives in ways we may 
not even notice…though he also suggests that there may be something perversely 
appealing—even romantic—about bureaucracy.
 
Leaping from the ascendance of right-wing economics to the hidden meanings behind 
Sherlock Holmes and Batman, The Utopia of Rules is at once a powerful work of social 
theory in the tradition of Foucault and Marx, and an entertaining reckoning with 
popular culture that calls to mind Slavoj Žižek at his most accessible.
 
An essential book for our times, The Utopia of Rules is sure to start a million 
conversations about the institutions that rule over us—and the better, freer world we 
should, perhaps, begin to imagine for ourselves.

PRaISE FOR THE uTOPiA OF RulES

“Persuasive...Graeber’s aim was to start a conversation on the boondoggles and benefits of 
bureaucracy. In that regard, he has ticked all the right boxes.”
—The Observer (UK)

“Ranging from witty analysis of comic-book narratives to penetrating discussion of 
world-changing technologies that haven’t actually appeared, it demystifies some of the 
ruling shibboleths of our time.”
—John Gray, The Guardian (UK)

“...a startlingly original thinker...able to convey complicated ideas with wit and clarity.”
—The Telegraph (UK)

“Inspiring and full of surprising facts...This is ultimately a book about how the systems 
we invent come to appear natural. We treat our world as though it is a fact, but actually, 
we produce it.”
—Maclean’s (Canada)

“Anthropologist Graeber is one of our wildest thinkers (see Debt: The First 5,000 Years), 
and in this book, he takes on the topic of bureaucracy, arguing that what we think of as 
the root of our civilization — capitalism, technology, rules and regulations — may just be 
what’s keeping us in chains.”
—Flavorwire
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
Per Molander is the is the author of numerous 
reports, articles, and books about political 
philosophy and policy—of which The Anatomy of 
Inequality is the first to be translated into English. 
He has consulted for the World Bank, the OECD, 
the European Commission, and the Swedish 
government. He lives in Uppsala, Sweden.

THe anaToMy of InequalITy
iTS Social and econoMic originS- and SoluTionS

PER MOLaNDER

From a country with one of the world’s lowest rates of income and social 
inequality comes a clear-eyed and timeless account that recalls Thomas Piketty’s 

Capital in the Twenty-First Century. 

In The Anatomy of Inequality, Per Molander examines the development of social and 
economic inequality throughout the modern world, the history of inequality, and what can 
be done about it.

By mining the cultural history of inequality, Molander inventively addresses the obvious 
questions often avoided—including why the wealthiest countries, such as the United States, 
have the greatest incidences of inequality.

Mixing anthropology, statistics, references to music and literature, and political science, 
Molander looks at inequality across various political and ideological systems and presents a 
persuasive, entirely reasonable case that, as surely as societies can be made unequal, so too 
can they be made equal.

PRaISE FOR THE ANATOMY OF iNEquAliTY

“Interesting, illuminating, and clarifying . . . One of the year’s most important political 
books.”
—Upsala Nya Tidning
 
“Brilliant and Relevant . . . Rich with astounding classical and scientific erudition.”
—Dagens Nyheter
 
“For a long time, I’ve been violently shaking the most debated book of the spring, Thomas 
Piketty’s Capitalism in the Twenty-First Century. Now, out falls the core: Per Molander’s 
The Anatomy of Inequality.”
—Aftonbladet
 
“Highly readable and elegant . . . A brilliant look at how cleavages emerge in a society.”
—Dalarnas Tidningar
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
MARTIN SEAY’s writing has appeared in The 
Believer, Joyland, The Gettysburg Review, Other, 
and Gargoyle. This is his first novel.

THe MIrror THIef
MaRTIN SEay

“A splendid masterpiece, to be loved like a long-lost 
friend, an epic with near-universal appeal.”

—Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

Publishers Weekly raved that “with near-universal appeal . . . Seay’s debut novel is a true 
delight, a big, beautiful cabinet of wonders that is by turns an ominous modern thriller, a 
supernatural mystery, and an enchanting historical adventure story.” 

The core story is set in Venice in the sixteenth century, when the famed makers of Venetian 
glass were perfecting one of the old world’s most wondrous inventions: the mirror. An 
object of glittering yet fearful fascination—was it reflecting simple reality, or something 
more spiritually revealing?—the Venetian mirrors were state of the art technology, and 
subject to industrial espionage by desirous sultans and royals world-wide. But for any 
of the development team to leave the island was a crime punishable by death. One man, 
however—a world-weary war hero with nothing to lose—has a scheme he thinks will allow 
him to outwit the city’s terrifying enforcers of the edict, the ominous Council of Ten . . .

Meanwhile, in two other Venices—Venice Beach, California, circa 1958, and the Venice 
casino in Las Vegas, circa today—two other schemers launch similarly dangerous plans to 
get away with a secret . . .

All three stories will weave together into a spell-binding tour-de-force that is impossible to 
put down—an old-fashioned, stay-up-all-night novel that, in the end, returns the reader to 
a stunning conclusion in the original Venice . . . and the bedazzled sense of having read a 
truly original and thrilling work of art.

PRaISE FOR THE MiRROR THiEF

“How this book got published is a complete mystery to me. Not because it is not good 
enough, but rather because it is too good.”
—New York Times Book Review

“Magical, sweeping, epic, and monstrous. It is a tour de force of writing that defies all 
labels and genres...An astonishing debut novel of immense literary depth.”
—Douglas Preston, #1 bestselling co-author of The Cabinet of Curiosities 

“Shimmering with intimations of Hermann Hesse, Umberto Eco, and David Mitchell, 
Sheay’s house-of-mirrors novel is spectacularly accomplished and exciting.”
—Booklist, Starred Review

“A true delight, a big, beautiful cabinet of wonders that is by turns an ominous 
modern thriller, a supernatural mystery, and an enchanting historical adventure 
story...A splendid masterpiece... an epic with near-universal appeal.”
—Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

“[A] wondrous debut, a deliciously intricate, centuries-spanning tripartite tale of money 
and mysticism.”
—The Wall Street Journal

“Transfixing.....startling, beautiful gem of a book that at times approaches a masterpiece.”
—NPR

“A twisting, turning, metaphysical journey...sure to please fans of David Mitchell and 
Umberto Eco.”
—B&N Review

“A transporting and original novel.”
—BookBrowse
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
Michelle Pretorius was born and raised in South 
Africa. She received an MFA in fiction from 
Columbia College Chicago and is currently a PhD 
candidate at Ohio University. She has written for 
numerous publications, and is a recipient of the 
John Schultz and Betty Shiflett prize.

THe MonsTer’s daugHTer
MICHELLE PRETORIUS

“An imaginative piece of speculative fiction, and a stereotype-busting roller-
coaster ride of a novel. I loved it.”

 —Audrey Niffenegger, author of The Time Traveler’s Wife

Somewhere on the South African veldt, 1901: At the height of the Boer War, a doctor 
at a British concentration camp conducts a series of grim experiments on Boer 
prisoners. His work ends in chaos, but two children survive: a boy named Benjamin 
and a girl named Tessa . . .

One hundred years later, a disgraced young police constable is reassigned to the 
sleepy South African town of Unie, where she makes a terrifying discovery: the body 
of a young woman, burned beyond recognition. 
The crime soon leads her into her country’s violent past—a past that includes her 
father, a high-ranking police official under the apartheid regime, and the children 
left behind in that long-ago concentration camp.

Michelle Pretorius’s epic debut weaves present and past together into a hugely suspense-
ful, masterfully plotted thriller that calls to mind Lauren Beukes’s The Shining Girls and 
Tana French’s The Secret Place. With an explosive conclusion, The Monster’s Daughter 
marks the emergence of a thrilling new writer. 

PRaISE FOR THE MONSTER’S DAuGHTER

“Michelle Pretorius is a funny, surprising and fearless writer. The Monster’s Daughter is at 
once a historical thriller that reckons seriously with South African politics, an imaginative 
piece of speculative fiction, and a stereotype-busting roller-coaster ride of a novel. I loved 
it.”
—Audrey Niffenegger, author of The Time Traveler’s Wife
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
JEREMY P. BUSHNELL is the author of The 
Weirdness and the fiction editor for Longform.org. 
He teaches writing at Northeastern University in 
Boston, and he lives in Dedham, Massachusetts.

THe InsIdes
JEREMy BUSHNELL

“Rich and urgent and weird, a novel that 
defies categorization but demands to be consumed.” 

–Robin Sloan, author of Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore

Ollie Krueger’s days as a punk kid practicing street magic are mostly behind her. 
Now she’s a butcher at Carnage, a high-end restaurant offering deconstructed takes 
on meat. On the busiest nights of the week, she and her partner, Guychardson, race 
to see who can produce more finished cuts. Ollie’s the better butcher, but somehow 
Guychardson almost always wins . . . and Ollie thinks maybe it’s because the strange 
knife he uses is magic.

Before she knows it, her interest in the knife has thrown her square in the path of a 
dangerous ex-Marine called Pig and his hired psychic, Maja, who are on the hunt for 
the knife, too—who want it so badly, in fact, that they might kill for it.

And just like that, magic is back in Ollie’s life and she’s being chased through New York 
City, with the fabric of space-time tattering around her and weird interdimensional 
worms squirming their way into her kitchen. Before all this is over, she’s going to 
need to face up to the Possible Consequences of some bad decisions, and look at some 
uncomfortable truths that she stuffed away long ago, deep down inside . . .

PRaISE FOR THE iNSiDES

“Bushnell’s excellent second novel...[is] an off-the-wall tale. The alternating protagonists 
translates into a very fast read, as does Bushnell’s hyper-realistic prose.” 
—Publishers Weekly

“With The Insides, Jeremy P. Bushnell doesn’t so much mash genres together as slice them 
apart to find the filets. It’s a literary urban fantasy with sharp things to say about the way 
we live now, darkened by a touch of Scandinavian thriller: rich and urgent and weird, a 
novel that defies categorization but demands to be consumed.” 
–Robin Sloan, author of Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore

“The Insides begins with all the freewheeling magic and humor of The Weirdness, then ups 
the ante with danger, suspense, and rich emotional resonance. If you love fierce, witchy 
leading ladies, facing down evil, and traveling to strange realms that will explain your life 
before they haunt you forever, this is the book for you.” 
–Alyssa Harad, author of Coming to My Senses

PRaISE FOR THE wEiRDNESS

“A comedic literary thriller situated between the world of Harry Potter and the 
Brooklyn of Jonathan Ames…” 
—Publishers Weekly

“Utterly charming, silly, and heartily entertaining.” 
—The Boston Globe

“An illuminating parable for these times . . . You’ll just wish you had more of this 
delightful novel still left to read.” 
—San Francisco Bay Guardian 

“This book is wild. And smart. And hilarious. And weird…in all kinds of good ways. 
Prepare to be weirded out. And to enjoy it.” 
—Charles Yu, author of How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe

Melville House Publishing
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
CHRISTOPHER BOUCHER teaches writing 
and literature at Boston College, and is the 
managing editor of Post Road Magazine. His 
debut, How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive, was 
widely praised. Golden Delicious is his second 
novel.

golden delIcIous
CHRISTOPHER BOUCHER

   “What a crazed, beautiful book...”
—George Saunders

Welcome to Appleseed, Massachusetts, where stories grow in soil, sentences are 
kept as pets, and pianos change your point of view. Golden Delicious chronicles the 
narrator’s rich, vivid childhood - driving to the local f lea market with his father, 
causing trouble at school, pedaling through the neighborhood on his Bicycle Built 
for Two.

But as the local economy sours, the narrator’s family is torn apart. His mother joins a 
f lying militia known as The Mothers; his father takes an all-consuming job; his sister 
runs away for a better life elsewhere. Who will save Appleseed? Will it be the Memory 
of Johnny Appleseed? The Mothers? The narrator himself?

Golden Delicious is the eagerly awaited follow-up to Christopher Boucher’s acclaimed 
debut, How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive. It’s a tour-de-force unlike any other, that 
takes you to the heart of family, love and memory.

PRaISE FOR GOlDEN DEliCiOuS

 “What a crazed, beautiful book — a joyful example of necessary experimentation, i.e., 
an experiment whose purpose is to accommodate more beauty and truth.  As in his first 
book, ‘How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive,’ Boucher makes the world come alive by 
making language come alive.”
—George Saunders, author of Tenth of December

“With the imaginative spirit that earned him praise for his debut, How to Keep Your 
Volkswagen Alive (2011), Boucher’s second novel solidifies him as a master of evoking 
compassion through absurd, shape- shifting landscapes...As wacky as it is recognizable, 
Boucher’s capricious world filled with delightful wordplay is strikingly vivid, funny, and 
moving.”
—Booklist

“Christoper Boucher’s Golden Delicious is the best kind of modern fiction: inventive, ex-
pansive, with endless heart and narrative verve ... this book will restore your belief in the 
possibility of the novel. Read this book now.”
—Joe Meno, author of The Great Perhaps and Marvel and a Wonder

“Bonkers, in the best way…Part bildungsroman, part picaresque, and part meta-commen-
tary on reading…The beauty of Boucher’s concept is that Golden Delicious can afford to 
be an utter hodgepodge peppered with nearly inexplicable happenings and still make an 
elegant sort of sense.”
—Electric Literature

“An odd, clever, and thoroughly enjoyable experience.” 
—Publishers Weekly  (starred)

As wacky as it is recognizable, Boucher’s capricious world filled with delightful wordplay is 
strikingly vivid, funny, and moving.”
 —Booklist

“Storytelling is split weirdly, beautifully, open…After feasting on this book…your brain is 
bound to be doing syntactical backflips.” 
—The Valley Advocate

“A book that takes farce, fantasy and metaphors off in unpredictable directions.” 
—The Daily Hampshire Gazette

alSo aVailaBle:
How To Keep Your 
Volkswagen Alive
239 Pages | Paperback
Literary Fiction
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
GREG HRBEK won the James Jones First Novel 
award for his book The Hindenberg Crashes 
Nightly. His short fiction has appeared in 
Harper’s Magazine and in The Best American 
Short Stories anthology. 

noT on fIre, BuT BurnIng
gREg HRBEk

“Brilliant…It’s troubling and beautiful, bold 
and compelling, a brainy, heartfelt page-turner.”

—Elizabeth McCracken

Twenty-year-old Skyler saw the incident out her window: Some sort of metallic object 
hovering over the Golden Gate Bridge just before it collapsed, and a mushroom cloud lifted 
above the city. Like everyone, she ran, but she couldn’t outrun the radiation, with her last 
thoughts being of her beloved baby brother, Dorian, safe in her distant family home. 

Flash forward to a post-incident America, where the country has been broken up into 
territories and Muslims have been herded onto the old Indian reservations in the west, 
even though no one has determined who set off the explosion that destroyed San Francisco. 
Twelve-year old Dorian dreams about killing Muslims and about his sister—even though 
Dorian’s parents insist Skyler never existed. Are they still shell-shocked, trying to put the 
past behind them . . . or is something more sinister going on?

Meanwhile, across the street, Dorian’s neighbor adopts a Muslim orphan from the 
territories. It will set off a series of increasingly terrifying incidents that will lead to either 
tragedy or redemption for Dorian, as he struggles to prove that his sister existed—and was 
killed by a terrorist attack.

Not on Fire, but Burning is unlike anything you’re read before—not exactly a thriller, not 
exactly sci-fi, not exactly speculative fiction, but rather a brilliant and absorbing adventure 
into the dark heart of an America that seems ripped from the headlines. But just as 
powerfully, it presents a captivating hero: a young boy driven by love to seek the truth, even 
if it means his deepest beliefs are wrong. 

PRaISE FOR NOT ON FiRE, buT buRNiNG

“Hrbek’s prose is sharp and trenchant, his voice remarkably complex yet assured, and 
this novel is an impressive achievement…”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Hrbek has crafted something audacious: A novel that operates simultaneously as apocalyptic 
alarmism, brain-bending quantum fiction, character-driven drama and gripping mystery.”
—National Public Radio

“…A vivid and often deeply unnerving reminder that our choices carry real and lasting 
consequences.”
—Publishers Weekly

“[Hrbek’s] engagement with themes of loss and recovery and his vibrantly lyrical 
prose style reach a peak in this dark, allusive fantasy...”
—Kirkus Reviews

“…A mystery, a thriller, a sharp critique of contemporary culture, and an explosive family 
drama all in one.”
—Ron Currie, Jr., author of Everything Mattters

“Audacious, masterful, fresh, and compelling.”
—V. V. Ganeshananthan, author of Love Marriage

“Brilliantly uncanny and read-it-under-your-desk-at-work suspenseful…”
—GQ



Melville House Publishing
Fiction 21

For more information, please contact 
Valerie Merians at rights@mhpbooks.com

THe suBsIdIary
MaTIaS CELEDON

“The Subsidiary is such a powerful and beautiful and haunting book. Every time I read it, 
it feels as timeless as it does painfully and undeniably contemporary.” 

—Alejandro Zambra, author of Bonsai

The Subsidiary is both an exquisite object and a chilling avant-garde tale from one 
of Chile’s rising literary stars, Matías Celedón. Hand-designed by the author with a 
stamp set he bought in a bookstore in Santiago, it is a wholly unique and visionary 
work.

In the subsidiary offices of a major Latin American corporation, the power 
suddenly goes out: the lights switch off, the doors lock, and the phone lines are 
cut. The employees are trapped in total darkness with only cryptic, intermittent 
announcements dispatched over the loud speaker, instructing all personnel to remain 
at their work stations until further notice.

The Subsidiary is one worker’s testimony to what happens during the days he spends 
trapped within the building’s walls, told exclusively—and hauntingly—through the 
stamps he uses to mark corporate documents.
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
MATÍAS CELEDÓN was born in Santiago, 
Chile, in 1981. He is a screenwriter, journalist, 
and the author of three novels.ze.
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
MICHAEL BIBLE’s writing has appeared in 
Oxford American, The Paris Review Daily,  and 
Al Jazeera America. This is his first novel. 

sopHIa
MICHaEL BIBLE

“You’ll smile with joy turning every page.” 
—Barry Hannah

Reverend Maloney isn’t the world’s greatest spiritual advisor. He drinks booze out of 
his coffee cup and has sex dreams about the Holy Ghost. His best friend Eli isn’t perfect 
either, but he’s a chess genius, which has to count for something. So Maloney decides 
they should hit the road: Eli can win major chess tournament after chess tournament; 
Maloney can pocket Eli’s winnings while getting away from, well, certain situations. 

Thus begins a grand adventure story, with the Reverend and Eli racing out of the South, 
pursued by Eli’s girlfriend and a blind headhunter named Jack Cataract, toward New 
York City—sin city, chess heaven, and a location with a blessed plethora of places to...
hide. 
 
In this uproariously funny, unabashedly sexy, and refreshingly new novel, Michael 
Bible delivers a devastating story about the American South, chess tournaments, 
and one debaucherous reverend’s struggle with spirituality. With the sly, grinning 
energy of Nicholson Baker and the author’s beloved mentor Barry Hannah, Sophia is a 
spectacularly original vision of sin and redemption that marks the debut of a bodacious 
new talent. 

PRaISE FOR SOPHiA

“Poetic and with flashes of brilliance…If Sophia is any indication, we have a promising 
new writer here, who, like his main character, might be on a pilgrimage of his own.”
—NPR

“Bible’s short, comic novel, which relates a bibulous Southern preacher’s perverse quest 
for sainthood, is full of small miracles.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Bible delivers an elliptical, provocative novella about the profane and the spiritual, all of 
it drenched in sweat, sex, and booze.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Michael Bible may have hit what a lot of us were trying, a singular new voice for CEOs 
to slackers.”
—Barry Hannah

“Most contemporary fiction makes me wonder why people try to write anymore. Michael 
Bible helps me remember why.” 
—Blake Butler, author of Three Hundred Million

“This is an ecstatic novel, and Bible is a fantastic writer.” 
—Kevin Wilson, author of The Family Fang

“Michael Bible’s Sophia is a real howl of a book...It’s a wild journey from the deep south 
to New York City, with detours for chess tournaments, sexual escapades, and encounters 
with the holy ghost along the way.” 
—Scott McClanahan, author of Crapalacia

“...superbly written…a rich yet entirely unpretentious debut that, just as its conclusion 
marks a promising new start for its cast, marks a very promising start for its author.”
—Electric Literature
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
MICHAEL M. THOMAS is the bestselling 
author of nine novels, including The 
Ropespinner Conspiracy and Love and Money. 
He was a partner at the Wall Street financial 
firm, Lehman Brothers, and his journalism 
has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, and The Washington Post.

fIxers
MICHaEL M. THOMaS

“Hugely entertaining...Steps boldly into the most 
perplexing and enduring mystery of the financial crisis”

—James B. Stewart, author of Den of Thieves

On a winter’s night in 2007, a well-heeled “cultural consultant” named Chauncey 
Suydam gets a call from the head of the world’s most powerful investment bank, who 
says a financial crisis is brewing, but he has a plan to insulate Wall Street from the 
fallout—and keep people such as himself out of jail.

His mission for Chauncy is simple: to help funnel millions of dollars to a certain 
presidential candidate preaching hope and change, in exchange for a few Wall Street-
friendly names in the resultant administration.

Yet as Chauncey wends his way among the nation’s political elite, he sees with greater 
clarity than ever how decisions really get made—on Wall Street and in Washington. 
And as the magnitude of the fix he’s perpetrating begins to sink in, he starts to have 
second thoughts...But is it too late?

At once shocking and all too plausible, Fixers is a riveting political thriller by a master 
observer of finance and politics that–despite being fiction–offers a frighteningly 
reasonable explanation of what really might have happened in 2008.

PRaISE FOR FixERS aND MICHaEL THOMaS

“Michael M. Thomas’s Fixers isn’t just an audacious financial thriller, it’s also, even pri-
marily, a meditation on values.’”
—The Washington Post

“At once witty and insightful, Michael M. Thomas’s Fixers is a hugely entertaining novel 
that steps boldly into the most perplexing and enduring mystery of the financial crisis: why 
its perpetrators were not only not punished, but rewarded by the government.”
—James B. Stewart, author of Den of Thieves

“A...beautifully-written, pitch-perfect fictional accounting of what really happened to cause 
the recent devastating financial crisis–and how it drove the outcome of the 2008 presidential 
election...Thomas has written a novel that will define our era the way The Great Gatsby 
defined the Gilded Age.”
—William D. Cohan, author of House of Cards: A Tale of Hubris and Wretched Excess 
on Wall Street

“I don’t think any other writer understands the broad picture of what is happening in Wall 
Street now better than Michael M. Thomas.”
—John Brooks, author of Business Adventures: Twelve Classic Tales from the World of 
Wall Street

“Fixers is a spellbinding analysis of the actual dirty deals that toppled Wall Street in 2008...”
—Wall Street on Parade

“Savage, pungent, witty...Not since Sinclair Lewis has an American novelist been able to fill 
in the variegated background of his characters.” 
—Louis Auchincloss, New York Review of Books

“Mr. Thomas writes exceedingly well, providing along with financial expertise some fast-
paced action.”
—The Wall Street Journal

alSo aVailaBle:
Love & Money
320 Pages | Paperback 
Fiction - Thriller - Suspense 
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
RACHEL CANTOR is the author of the 
acclaimed novel A Highly Unlikely Scenario 
(Melville House), and her short stories have 
appeared in The Paris Review, One Story, Ninth 
Letter, and The Kenyon Review.

good on paper
RaCHEL CaNTOR

“A vivacious, potent blend of the touching and the erudite, 
the garrulous and thoughtful, the playful and the tender.”

—Jim Crace, author of Harvest

 Is a new life possible? Because Shira Greene’s life hasn’t quite turned out as planned...
She is a permanent temp, with a few short stories published in minor literary 
magazines and an abandoned Ph.D. thesis on Dante’s Vita Nuova.

Her life does have some happy certainties, though: she lives with Ahmad—a 
successful economics professor—and her daughter Andi in New York City. They’re 
an unconventional family but a real one.

So when she gets a call from the poet Romei—winner of the Nobel Prize and irascible 
idol of grad students everywhere—who tells her he wants her to translate his new 
book, Shira’s happy, but stunned.

In the job, Shira sees a new life beckoning—academic glory, a career as a literary 
translator, and even a new love. That is, until Romei starts sending her pages from the 
manuscript, and she realizes that his book may in fact be untranslatable.

Deft, funny, and big-hearted, Good on Paper is a grand novel of family, friendship, 
and second chances.

PRaISE FOR GOOD ON PAPER

“Ms. Cantor is unafraid of asking big questions...
—New York Times

“Good on Paper is full of invention and emotional generosity. It’s also packed with 
Cantor’s love of humanity and language…a delightful read.”
—A.L. Kennedy, author of Day

“Translation is a metaphor through which Cantor uses her considerable powers with 
language to refract larger questions about family bonds, storytelling, and...waking up 
to the life that is yours.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review

“...starts light and shimmers with humorous touches...”
—Publishers Weekly, Pick of the Week

“Cantor clearly loves her characters, and she shows true mastery of their inner lives.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“An intriguing take on Dante...erudite fun.”
—The Independent

“In Good on Paper, Cantor creates a compelling vision of what love is. It’s not a feeling 
but — like translation — an act: a willful opening of one self to another.”
—NPR

“A highly-crafted, multi-layered, complex story...at once a philosophical inquiry, a 
fascinating character study, and a captivating story.”
—The Jewish Book Council

alSo aVailaBle:
A Highly Unlikely Scenario
256 Pages | Paperback
Fiction - Science Fiction  
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
KIRK LYNN is a playwright and artistic 
director of Rude Mechanicals theater collective. 
He teaches in the Department of Theatre and 
Dance at the University of Texas at Austin. This 
is his first novel.

rules for WereWolVes
kIRk LyNN

 “A parable about loneliness, violence, and modern malaise. 
It is one of the first post-recession, post–housing crisis...novels 

of truly alienated youth and suburban fear.”
—Publishers Weekly

 It’s the story of a restless group of young squatters. They’ve run away from their 
families and their pasts, questing after knowledge of their most wild selves, roaming 
the half-empty suburbs of America, occupying the homes of the foreclosed or vaca-
tioning, never staying in one place long enough to attract attention, while shoplifting 
beer at the local Speedy Stop. They’re building a new society with new laws, and no 
one will stand in their way.
 
But utopias are hard work, and as Rules for Werewolves unfolds, these young 
revolutionaries discover that it’s much easier to break laws than to enforce them. 
Narrated in the shifting perspectives of the pack, Rules for Werewolves follows a 
community of drifters on the move, who seek a life in a wilderness that, by definition, 
has no room for them, and a freedom for which they may not be entirely prepared.
 
Kirk Lynn’s debut novel is a hilarious and deeply moving story of people trying—and 
failing—to create a new life. At once a fractured fairy tale and a haunting vision of 
American disaffection, Rules for Werewolves marks the arrival of a fierce new talent.

PRaISE FOR RulES FOR wEREwOlVES

“You get caught up with these people. You take sides. And then Kirk Lynn confounds 
your expectations at every turn.”
—Greil Marcus, author of Mystery Train

“Lynn’s compelling debut novel is a parable about loneliness, violence, and modern 
malaise. It is one of the first post-recession, post–housing crisis American novels of 
truly alienated youth and suburban fear.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Lynn is strongest when he illuminates the urge to break free from convention in the 
face of threats...An offbeat glimpse into how resistance to conformity breeds its own 
kind of conformity.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Funny, dark, weird and addictive...A unique, engaging way to tell a story and a fresh 
way of looking at American culture, youth and class.”
—LitHub

“Novels are supposed to give you pleasure. So many don’t. But Rules for Werewolves 
does, in a big-time way...It’s quirky, innovative, hilarious and menacing.”
—James Magnuson, author of Famous Writers I Have Known

“Kirk Lynn has a pitch-perfect ear for dialogue and a sixth sense for finding the exact 
point at which absurdity mutates into heartbreak—or vice versa. Rules for Werewolves 
is a dark, delirious, innovative riot of a novel; a grand blast of chaos across the front 
lawns of America, and a truly outstanding debut.”
—Justin Taylor, author of Flings and The Gospel of Anarchy
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
HUGO WILCKEN is the author of the novel 
The Execution, and the nonfiction book David 
Bowie’s Low, part of the 33 1/3 series. After 
residing for many years in Paris, he now divides 
his time between London and Sydney.

THe reflecTIon
HUgO wILCkEN

“Hitchcock meets Dostoevsky...The Talented Mr. Ripley 
with psychiatrists...A strange and clever book. It will leave you

looking over your shoulder long after you’ve put it down.”
—The Times (UK)

When psychiatrist David Manne is asked by a police detective to consult on an unusual case, 
he finds himself in a seedy apartment on New York’s Lower East Side, evaluating a suspect 
who insists he’s not who the police say he is. 

Unable to control his curiosity, David surreptitiously follows the case to an eerie uptown 
hospital staffed by military doctors returned from World War II. Is the man caught up in a top 
secret medical testing program? The closer David gets to finding out, the more dangerously 
entangled he becomes in an intricate game of conspiracy and mistaken identity—a deadly 
game that threatens to unmoor him from his memories, his sense of reality, his very life. 

Written in relentlessly probing prose, with startling plot twists, The Reflection is a powerful 
psychological thriller that carries the weight of an instant modern classic. 

PRaISE FOR THE REFlECTiON

“Hitchcock meets Dostoevsky...The Talented Mr. Ripley with psychiatrists...A strange and 
clever book. It will leave you looking over your shoulder long after you’ve put it down.”
—The Times (UK)

“[A] haunting existential thriller...Compellingly readable...Rich and strange.” 
—The Literary Review

‘...a roller coaster, a helter skelter, a whole literary fairground.”
—The Guardian

“‘Hitchcock meets Camus’ is the unusually apt shoutline for this atmospheric exercise 
in retro literary noir, and Patricia Highsmith, Vladimir Nabokov, Miles Davis’s cool jazz 
and Mad Men’s Don Draper could be added to the list of influences or echoes...seductively 
ambiguous.” 
—The Sunday Times (UK)

“A fine stylist, Wilcken captures a noirish, postwar New York.”
—Publishers Weekly

“[An] exceptional psychological thriller...”
—Library Journal

PRaISE FOR THE ExECuTiON 

“Unnervingly cool prose...an entertainingly urbane thriller...”
—The Daily Telegraph 
 
“[A] nervy thriller that fulfills the demands of the genre while resonating on deeper 
frequencies.”
—The New York Times Book Review
 
“…echoes the best suspense of Patricia Highsmith with a cheeky nod to Dostoyevski.”
—Publishers Weekly
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
Born in London in 1947, David Bowie was one of 
the most inf luential muscians, performers, and 
song writers of the last fifty years, captivating 
generations of fans and inspiring countless 
performers across every creative genre. He 
died on January 10, 2016 — two days after the 
release of his 35th album, Black Star.

daVId BoWIe
THE LaST INTERVIEw

“I wish he could have stayed on earth longer.”
 —J.K. Rowling

The massive, world-wide outpouring of grief at the death of David Bowie notably focussed 
on not only his stunning musical output, but also his fascinating refusal to stay the same 
-- the same as other trending artists, or even the same as himself. As with the death of 
John Lennon, people were clearly struck by the soulful character of the artist, as much as 
the art.

In this remarkable collection, Bowie reveals the fierce intellectualism, artistry, and humor 
behind it all. From his very first interview -- as a teenager on the BBC, before he was even 
a musician -- to his last (which is perhaps the only interview he gave for the last ten years 
of his life), Bowie is always open and engaged, taking on the most probling questions, to 
candidly discuss his sexuality, his drug usage, his sense of fashion, how he composed, and 
more.

For fans still mourning his passing, as well as for those who know little about him, it’s a 
revealing, interesting, and inspiring look at one of the most influential artsists of the last 
fifty years.

PRaISE FOR DaVID BOwIE

“David’s friendship was the light of my life. I never met such a brilliant person. He was the 
best there is.” 
—Iggy Pop

“As well as being a wonderful and kind man, [Bowie] was an extraordinary artist, and a 
true original.”
—The Rolling Stones

“David Bowie was one of my most important inspirations, so fearless, so creative, he gave 
us magic for a lifetime.”
 —Kanye West
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
OLIVER SACKS was born in 1933 in London and 
was educated at Queen’s College, Oxford. Sacks 
spent almost fifty years working as a neurologist 
and wrote many books, including The Man Who 
Mistook His Wife for a Hat, Musicophilia, and 
Hallucinations. His work has been acknowledged 
by the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters, and the Royal College of Physicians. 
He died in 2015.

olIVer sacKs
THE LaST INTERVIEw

“Dr. Sacks conjures apparitions in language that has an easy, tactile magic...He 
illuminate[s] the complexities of the human brain and the mysteries of the human.” 

—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

Hailed by The New York Times as “the poet laureate of medicine,” Oliver Sacks illuminated 
the mysteries of the brain for a wide audience in a series of richly acclaimed -- and best-
selling -- books, including Awakenings and The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat, as 
well as in articles in The New Yorker.

In this rich collection of interviews, which stretch from early in his career to his last, Sacks 
is strikingly candid and disarming, responding to probing questions to gaze inwardly 
beyond his character as a doctor. Rich with insights about his life and work, the book will 
be welcome by Oliver Sacks’ fans as an entirely new way of looking at a brilliant writer.

PRaISE FOR OLIVER SaCkS

“It is rare, indeed, when such an expert is also a talented writer...It is remarkable to see the 
consistency of this literate, inquiring mind.” 
—The Philadelphia Inquirer

“Amazing...Sacks’s temperament...facilitates that extraordinary humanity, that loving curiosity 
about the experiences of other people, that near-magical ability to see how even the most seem-
ingly devastating losses may be remedied by the mind’s remarkable powers of compensation.” 
—Bookforum
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aBOUT THE aUTHOR
JANE JACOBS was the legendary author of 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities, a 
work that has never gone out of print and that 
transformed the disciplines of urban planning 
and city architecture. Her other major works 
include The Economy of Cities, Systems of 
Survival, The Nature of Economies, and Dark 
Age Ahead. She died in 2006.

Jane JacoBs
THE LaST INTERVIEw

Published on the centenary of Jane Jacobs’s birth, an indispensible collection 
of conversations with America’s greatest and most influential urban critic

Hailed by The New York Times Book Review as “perhaps the single most inf luential 
work in the history of town planning,” Jane Jacobs’s The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities was instantly recognized as a masterpiece upon its publication in 1961. 
In the decades that followed, Jacobs remained a brilliant and revered commentator 
on architecture, urban life, and economics until her death in 2006. These interviews 
capture Jacobs at her very best and are an essential reminder of why Jacobs was–and 
remains–unrivaled in her analyses and her ability to cut through cant and received 
wisdom.

PRaISE FOR JaNE JaCOBS

“Jane Jacobs is the kind of writer who produces in her readers such changed ways of 
looking at the world that she becomes an oracle, or final authority.” 
—The New York Sun

“One of the most trenchant observers and challenging critics of American culture 
and character.” 
—The Christian Science Monitor

“There’s no writer more lucid than Jane Jacobs, nobody better at using wide-open 
eyes and clean courtly prose to decipher the changing world around us. . . . It’s a 
tribute to Jacobs that her observations still resonate, succinct yet dead on.” 
—San Francisco Chronicle

“It’s hard to disagree with Jane Jacobs.” 
—Washington Post
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aBOUT NORa EPHRON
NORA EPHRON is the author of I Remember 
Nothing: And Other Reflections, I Feel Bad About 
My Neck, and Heartburn, as well as numerous 
essays and movies—including Silkwood, When 
Harry Met Sally, and You’ve Got Mail.

nora epHron
THE LaST INTERVIEw

“You better make them care about what you think. It had better 
be quirky or perverse or thoughtful enough so that you hit 

some chord in them. Otherwise, it doesn’t work.” 
—Nora Ephron

Packed with her characteristic wit, wisdom, and charm, this collection of interviews 
with Nora Ephron celebrates one of the most beloved voices in American film and 
letters. Ranging from her days as a writer for Esquire and New York Magazine–well 
before Silkwood, When Harry Met Sally..., and Sleepless in Seattle catapulted her to 
stardom–to her very last interview, this collection shines a spotlight on the life and 
work of a dazzling talent.

PRaISE FOR NORa EPHRON

“A woman for all seasons, tender and tough in just the right proportions.”
—The New York Times

“She was the most accessible of role models. Funny, smart, sexy, knowing... She exuded 
a mixture of intimacy, worldliness, and wit well beyond my ken or experience.”
 —Frank Rich, New York Magazine

“I devoured her prose, her other film offerings, and became a fangirl right along 
with my mother, aunt, grandmother, and every other intelligent woman in the tristate 
area...I know I am only one of hundreds of women, people, who will miss Nora’s 
company, and millions who will miss her voice.” 
—Lena Dunham, The New Yorker

“Candid, self-deprecating, laser-smart, and hilarious...A master of the jujitsu essay, 
Ephron leaves us breathless with rueful laughter.” 
—Booklist

“A tremendously talented woman from a significant American period...tremendous 
talent is her forte, her strong suit, her fiendish trump card.” 
—The Washington Post
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aBOUT ERNEST HEMINgway
ERNEST HEMINGWAY published seven 
novels, six short story collections, and two 
nonfiction titles. He won the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1954.

ernesT HeMIngWay
THE LaST INTERVIEw

“The most essential gift for a good writer is a 
built-in, shockproof, shit detector.”

 —Ernest Hemingway

One of the twentieth century’s most seminal literary icons reveals himself as never before in 
this wide-ranging collection of conversations from throughout his career, including his last. 
Here, Ernest Hemingway addresses love, war, fame, fishing, and the passionate discipline 
that fueled his writing–and provides fascinating insights into the life and the work that has 
maintained an unrivaled influence on the American imagination.

PRaISE FOR ERNEST HEMINgway

“Ernest...has a touch of genius which enables him to bring off extraordinary things 
with facility.”
—F. Scott Fitzgerald

“One of the bravest and best, the strictest in principles, the severest of craftsmen, 
undeviating in his dedication to his craft...To the few who knew him well he was 
almost as good a man as the books he wrote. He is not dead. Generations not yet born 
of young men and women who want to write will refute that word as applied to him.”
 —William Faulkner

“The outstanding author since the death of Shakespeare…Always dangerous. Always 
in there with that right cocked. Real Class.”
—John O’Hara

“He accomplished as few artists that have lived in our time, or any, the almost 
impossibly difficult achievement of becoming, as a man, in the sight of the world and 
the time he lived in, the embodiment of what his work meant.”
 —Tennessee Williams
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aBOUT PHILIP k. DICk
PHILIP K. DICK published 45 novels and 121 
short stories over the course of his lifetime, 
and several of his works  have been adapted to 
film. He recieved two Hugo Awards and was 
inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame 
in 2005. His work has been translated into 
more than 25 languages. 

aBOUT THE EDITOR
DAVID STREITFELD is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist who has written for The 
Washington Post and The Los Angeles Times. 
He is currently a columnist for The New York 
Times.

pHIlIp K. dIcK
THE LaST INTERVIEw

“The basic thing is, how frightened are you of chaos? 
And how happy are you with order?”

—Philip K. Dick

This collection of conversations with Philip K. Dick ranges from his very first 
interview, when he was just a twenty-six-year-old kid from Berkeley, to the last, 
conducted the day before he suffered the stroke that killed him. It reveals a man 
plagued by bouts of manic paranoia and failed suicide attempts, a career fueled by 
alcohol, amphetamines, and mystical inspirations—and above all, a magnificent and 
generous imagination at work. 

PRaISE FOR PHILIP k. DICk

“Dick is one of the ten best American writers of the twentieth century, which is saying 
a lot…Dick is Thoreau plus the death of the American dream.” 
—Roberto Bolaño

“Our own homegrown Borges.” 
—Ursula K. Le Guin

“Dick wasn’t a legend and he wasn’t mad. He lived among us and was a genius.” 
—Jonathan Lethem
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